* 
* 


| 22), Ur Wr 


70 - . 
. 2 0 a 
ho aq bg” 8. * - 
* 1 . . 1 NS = 
* ** . > 4 R 5 $1, 
- „ 
þ 4 - 
* 1 | 


. 


AMENTATION 


/ 


For the declining ſtate of 


CHRISTIANITY ix SCOTLAND; 


5 
nd eſpecially in the Town and SIE of A R, within 
the laſt hundred and fifty Vears; with a contraſt between 
the paſt and preſent Times. 


— - — — — — — 
By JAMES MAXWELL, Pot in PaislEx. 
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To which is added, by a neuter Hand, 


BLOW ar THE ROOT, 


iven by our EccLEstasTic FUDICATORIES ; whereby the 
CavkcH of ScorrAxp is almoſt overthrown. 


et forth in a Dialogue between the Complainers againſt, | 
and the Defenders of Dr. W. EL. one of the 
Miniſters. of A Y * 
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PAISLEY: xs 
*PaixtED by J. W E IR, Bookſeller. u bee x.. 
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AMENTATION, &c. 


LT 7 HEN welook back on townof Ayr, 
And alſo on that ſpacious ſhire, 
here famous men have been of old, 
s by their memoirs we are told, ; 
hich faithful men have handed down, 
nd what by ſome 1s yet well known; 
hat miniſters and people too, 8 
id here reſide, and not a few. 7 
Their ſuff rings, and their faithful- 
nels, 
eir noble characters expreſs: - 0 
ith proofs that they were ſent of God 
> ſpread his goſpel- grace abroad; 
d how they did that taſk fulfil, 
cording to their Maſter's will; 
e faithful records witneſs bear, 


d manifeſt the truth moſt clear. 
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64 
The brave John Welch“ was made the 
man, 
That Reformation here began, 
Who was recall'd by grace divine, 
N N made illuſtriouſly to ſhine; 
lorious occidental ſtar, 
Whoſe rays extended very far: 
Though 85 had been by Satan led, 
A . in devious paths to tread: 
= Tet was he reſcu'd from that path 
8. By ſov'reign grace, and fill'd with fait 
8o that he was the foremoſt man 
That Reformation here began, 
And blefled with ſuch vaſt ſucceſs 
As words cannot in full expreſs. 
Here firſt he found the people rude 
Yet were they ſoon by grace ſubdu'd. 
Tho' wild as bears, they ſoon became 
Gentle and peaceful as a lamb. 
Thus did the grace of God appear 
Pow'rful, beyond expreſſion here; 
For ſixteen years, or thereabout 
Did he the pow'rs of Satan rout. 
Yet God, to make his judgment 
known, 
That all his ſov” reign rights might ow! 


2: He was n to the great Kia Knox. 
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Suffer'd the pow'rs of hell to rage, 


And war againſt his ſaints to wage. 


Then James the Sixth was Satan's tool, 
The cauſe of Chriſt to over-rule. 


And to {ſuppreſs the truth at once, 


Good Mr. Welch was ſent to France: 
But God was with him ev'ry where, 
And much ſucceſs he gave him there— 
Did all his enemies confound, 

And ſmote them with a galling wound; 
The king, who firſt againſt him rag'd, 
At ſight his anger was aſſuag'd— 

At laſt, releas'd from his exile 


Was brought into the Britiſh ile, 


Yet not permitted more was he, 
His native land again to ſee. . 
Like Moles who was forc'd to drop 


His mortal part on Pizgah's top, 


And wafted to the heav'nly thore, 
Where Canaan he'll defire no more. 
So this dear ſaint was call'd away 
To regions of eternal day *; _ 
Where he'll no more for Scotia long, 


Nor wiſh to leave th' angelic throng. 


Prayer was here his chief delight, 


Continually both day and night, 


He died at London 


(: 0 


But praiſe will now be his employ, 


.  Eternally without annoy. 


This is their chief delight above, 
Inflam'd with everlaſting love. 


He liv'd by faith, with love he burn'd, 


Now faith is into viſion turn'd ; 
But love ſhall there for ever glow, 
Nor end nor intermiſſion know ! 

Now in Ayr town two provoſts were 
To Mr. Welch friends moſt ſincere: 


Their names were Stewart and Ken- 


nedy, f 
Men of profound integrity : 
Moſt zealous for the righteous cauſe, 
Obedient to their Maker's laws : 
And many more within that town, 
True faithful men of high renown : 
Nor only in the town of Ayr, 
But numbers more within the ſhire, 
Of whom to give a full detail, 
My paper, pen, and ink would fail. 
therefore muſt the work cut ſhort, 
Tho' many may be ſorry for't; 
And only mention ſome few more, 
Who faithful teſtimony bore ; 
Brave champions in the days of yore. 
Namely, great Peden, who was born 
In Kyle, and pariſh of the Sorn. 


1 


130 

He was a man of ſuch renown 

For heav'nly gifts, as few were known, 

Since the apoſtles fell aſleep, 

His heav'nly knowledge was ſo deep; 

Save Mr. Welch and brave Cargill, 

All ey were fraught with heaw' nly 

1 

Theſe propheſied of things to come, 

Which were fulfill'd in total ſum, 

Yea, of theſe three 'tis hard to ſay, 

Which was the greateſt in their day. 
John Brown, another Chriſtian dear, 

A countryman of heart ſincere ; 

Who was by bloody Clavers ſlain, 

And did the martyr's crown obtain. 5 
One morning he was gone to work 

At peat-moſs, when that hellih Turk 

Came round him, with his fierce hell- 

hounds, 

When not expected near the bounds.” 

Theytook their aim with no ſmall pains, 

And with fix ſhots blew out his deni; 

For all were pointed at his head, 

No wonder then they kill'd him dead, 

His wife and infant too were near, 

Whoſe maiden name was Marrion Weir. 

She was a faithful Chriſtian too, 

Such as was paralleFd by feẽw. 
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With care the Re d up his brains 
Into her apron, with great pains. 
The tyrant ſaid, What think = 
now, | SW 
Of your John Brown you lov'd truck 
Indeed, ſaid ſhe, I lov'd him dearly, 
And love him ſtill no leſs ſincerely, 
Nor leſs than e' er did before, 
Tho” cruelly you've ſhed his gore. 
This faid ſhe, while with grief and 
pains, 
She yet was gatherin g up his brains. ; 
Says he, you too deſerve to die, 
And with your. huſband there to he.— 
I doubt not your good-will, ſaid ſhe, 
If God permitted that to be; 
But devils can no further go, 
Than they are ſuffer'd here below; 
But how you'll anſwer this, ſaid ſhe, 
To God or man, conſider ye. 
Said he, of man I have command, 
+ and God Fll-take in mine own hand. 
$ Then mounted he upon his horſe, 
2" And off he rode without remorſe. 
John Stey'nſon too, an ayr-ſhire man, 
Another of the faithful Clan ; 
He was a Chriſtian moſt fincere, 
And he was hunted far and near: 
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But all their ſearchings were in vain, 
They never could their end obtain. 
Peden and he eſcap'd the ſword, 
And were preſerved by the Lord. 
Nor only theſe, but numbers more, 
Were alſo hunted long and ſore. 
And many cruelly were lain, 
Others eſcap'd with grief and pain, 
All theſe within the thire of avs, 
As faithful hiſtories declare : 
Beſides what elſewhere alfo fell, 
By theſe emiſſaries of hell, : 
To reckon up their numbers here, 
Would tire my reader's eye and ear. 
But to return to Arx old town, | 

Where many Chriſtians of renown 
Liv'd in thoſe days ; .theſe we omit, 
Till time and place appear more fit. - - 
But miniſters we know of none, 
After good Mr. Welch was gone, 
TillCharles theSecond gotthe throne. 
Then came the worthy good Adair, 
To be the miniſter of AR, 
Until the Revolution, then -. 
Arx was ſupplied with faithful men, 
For many years to their content, 
By Heav'n's commiſſion were they 
ent. e Wes 


B 
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* Firſt, worthy Mr, Eckles came, 


A man of much deſerved fame: 


And for his colleague, in his time, 
Came Mr. Hunter—moſt ſublime! 
And when brave Eckles he was dead, 
Came Mr. Liſton in his ſtead ; 
Who faithfully his place ſupplied; 
But ah, how ſoon, alas, he died ! 
Then Mr. Veitch ſupplied his place, 
A man endu'd with heav'nly grace : 
But he continu'd here not long, 
Till call'd to join the heav'nly throng. 
Good Mr. Fullerton came next, 
Whole days were alfo ſhortly fixt. 
And good M*Derment next took place, 
A man endu'd with ſpecial grace. 
Thoſe five in Mr. Hunter's time, | 
His colleagues were, all men ſublime. 
All thefe, and Mr. Hunter gone, 


Another ſort of men came on; 
To pull down all theſe built before, 
Which griev'd the hearts of many ſore: 


The contraſt is as dark as night, 
Compar'd with true meridian light! 
Namely, Dalrymple and Mill, 
Who many hearts with horror fill. 


And when the Lord in his great love, 
Will them from hence for us remove, 


| . 

This is is a ſecret yet unknown, 

To any but the Lord alone. | 

Well may we at this preſent day, 

With that old weeping prophet ſay *, 

% How is the gold now dim become, 

\nd turned all to filthy ſcum ! 

ea, ev'n the gold molt pure and fine, 

Vhich bore the ſtamp 25 truth divine, 

s chang'd now for noxious droſs, 

Jo our moſt woful ſhame and loſs!” 

O Lord! wilt thou not yet reſtore 

he precious gold we had before? 

uſt we be cheated ftll with droſs, 

o our eternal ſhame and loſs? 

riſe, O Lord, plead thine own cauſe, 

nd pluck the prey from Satan's jaws! 
or let theſe wolves our folds annoy, 
nd all our tender lambs deſtroy! !- 

We tremble at the awful thought, 

o what we're likely to be brought! 

e look to thee with longing eyes, 

e: ill thou for our defence arile ! _ 
ieſe ſpecious lights, O Lord, expell, 
hat have but lately ſprung from hell! 
nd us again pure goſpel light, 
d guide our ſteps to thee aright. 


5 FR Jeremiah's Lamentations. 
| AN B 2 
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And by this Inis Fatuus blaze, 
Let none be led to hell's dark maze: 
For many (we have cauſe to fear) 
Have to ſuch hes inclin'd their ear: 
And many more, if left by thee, 

Will fatally deceived be. 
For our corrupted narure's choice 
Is to believe the ſerpent's voice. 
And liften like our mother Eve, 
Till us he finally deceive. 

Exert thy ſov'rign power, O Lord! 
Let many be by grace reſtor d. 
Who have behev'd ſuch helliſh lies, 
As made them goſpel truths deſpiſe. 
Pity their weakneſs who believ'd, 
Baſe crafty men, and were deceiv'd ! 
Since now for goſpel (as of old) _ 
We nought but errors black behold. 
Inſtead of Chriſt's redeeming grace 
Socmians all ſuch truths deface. 

Our great Redeemer they decry, 
And his divinity deny. | : 
They hold him but of human race, 
And all his ſov'reign pow'r diſgrace : 
His great atonement my deſpiſe, 
And call it baſe deceirful lies. 

Lea, they aſſert, with brazen brow, 

That men are born as holy now 


V. 


As Adam was, when firſt he ſtood 

Created by the hand of God, 

And with the ſelf-ſame pow'rs now 
ſtor'd, 

As when he ſtood before the Lord. 
The doctrine of the Trinity, 

By them accounted is a lie. 

The ſtandards of the church have they 

Entirely laid aſide this day. 


Thoſe truths expell'd, what have we 


more? 

Our doleful ſtate we muſt deplore. 
Now Satan thinks his prey is ſure, 
When men are thus drawn to his lure. 

But, Lord, in thee is all our truſt, 
We know thy ways are right and juſt: 
We know falſe prophets were of old, 
As in thy word, lo, we are told; 

d that they ſhall on earth remain 
Till thou, O Lord, return again, 
And many crafty tricks have they, 
Unſtable mortals to betray. 
Some truth with lies theyalways blend, 
Till they obtain their curſed end : 
So that if poſſible it were, 


Thy choſen ones they would enſnare. 


But they are kept by pow'r divine, 
To make free gage with glory ſhine. 


( 14 ) 

Yet are they ſometimes led a while 
aſide by ſuch deceitful guile, 
Till thou illuminate their eyes, 
To ſee through all ſuch falſe diſguiſe : 
Yet ſhall not one of them be loſt, | 
For whom the Saviour paid the coſt. 
This ſhall to Jeſus” praiſe redound, 
and all his enemies confound. 
He will not loſe on choſen ſheep, 
That e'er was given him to keep. 
Yet may the tempter, much annoy 
Thoſe whom he never can deſtroy. 


— 
— — 


On the deceitful, or ſham Compromiſe of the Syxop of 


GLASGOW and AYR, in the Cauſe of Dr. W. 


M<GILL, at AYR, April 14, 1790. 


W HO could have thought that ſuch a reverend band, 
Would have betray*'dthe church—deceiv'd the land? 


If Satan and M*<Gill thall gain the day, | 
Socinianiſm ſure muſt bear the ſway. 
But will the Lord let earth and hell prevail, 
And let his people's expectations fail? 
No, ſooner ſhall the courſe of nature ſtand, * 
No more obey his holy juſt command ; 
Ere he will let his promiſes deceive 
His faithful people, who in him believe. 
Iho' thou, O Lord, who ſov'reign art o'er all, 
Haſt let thy church now get a ſhameful fall, 
' Becauſe her ſons degen' rate are become, 
And I ave tranſgreſſors been ev'n from the womb, 
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Yet oft thou makeſt light from darkneſs ſpring, | _. 
And good from evil thou canſt quickly bring. — 94 | 

Forgive, O Lord, the mock'ry that was made, Ws 
When for ſuch victory the Synod pray*'d, + - | 
And render'd thanks to thee when Zion fell ; 
And when prevail'd the ſubtile pow'rs of hell. 
Great was their guilt, when they were ſo bereft 


Of heav*nly grace, and to themſelves thus left. | . 


What! overthrow the kingdom of our Lord, 


" And then ſay, Peace was to the church reſtor'd! 
Such mock'ry, and ſuch groſs hypocriſy, 


Was ſure molt odious to thy jealous eye! 


For this, O Lord, thy people humbly pray 


That this foul ſtain may yet be wipt away ! 
If not we may expect ſome dreadful ſcourge, 
Muſt yet go through this land thy church to purge ! 
What elſe can we expect but dreadful wrath, 
To puniſh ſuch perfidious breach of faith. 
But this has been the way in ev'ry age, 

The prieſt-hood did againſt the truth engage. 
And is not this, O Lord, our preſent caſe ! 
Have they not brought thy church to foul diſgrace ? 
Some preach the truth, thy people to deceive, 
While they contrary to the ſame behave, 
They choſe three of a fide away to go, 
To plot how they thy church might overthrow ! | | 
heſe to a tavern went to drink and dine, | 
nd to regale themſelves with punch or wine— 
Back they return, with pleaſure and delight— 
Nov finiſh'd is the cheat, and all is right! 

ow render thanks to him who hath permitted 


The church to be by Satan's wiles out-witted !”? 


O groſs hypocriſy ! What can be worſe, 
et almoſt all agreed, without remorſe ! 

What can we think of preachers ſuch as theſe, 
ſho only ftrive helPs agents {till to pleaſe ? F 
en they cajole, and ſimple ſouls they cheat; 1 
ut God abhors ſuch falſehood and deceit! | ..- 6&1 
gainſt ſuch in his word, behold, he pleads, - | mY 4 
ad pours his vengeance on their guilty heads. 1 
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Vet are they harden'd like the adamant, 


e 
His church have they brought into ſore diſtreſs, 
Left like a cottage in a wilderneſs. 


They ſhow no ſign that they do yet repent. 
To all complaints they ſhut their eyes and ears, 
And not a token of remorſe appears. 
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An ELEGY on the much lamented Death of Gos 
Tauru, which was cruelly murdered by the Synod of 
GLasGow and Arr, on the 14th of April, 1790, and 
again ratified by the General Aſſembly, at Edinburgh, on 
the 19th of May, 1791. 


8 as ! alas! what doleful news I hear, 
1 \ rom yonder weſt, with ſuch a dreadful knell ! 
The din whereof hath almoſt ſtunn'd mine ear; 
Sure it was ſome great perſonage that fell! 
The gates of Zion trembled at the ſound, 
And all her ſtately pillars ſeem'd to ſhake : 
So deep, ſo diſmal was the horrid wound, 
It made her braveſt ſons with horror quake 
What ! is it murder? Yes, of deepeſt dye! 
Behold the Goſpel Truth is baſely flain ! 
Hark, how the noiſe re-echoes from the {ky, 
Lo, men have crucify'd our Lord again ! 
Once was he crucify*'d on Calvary, 
A ſacrifice for all his choſen ſeed : 
Now crucified a freſh at Ars is he, 
See how his wounds begin again to bleed ! 
Who were the perpetrators of this fact? 

Will none the crael monſters apprehend ? 
Can none the guilty murderers detect, | 
And bring them to their-juſt deſerved end? 
Twas Jewiſh prieſts that murder'd him of old, 

And elders of that black fratermty : . 
By one of his diſciples was he ſold, 
To be condemn'd and hang'd on Calvary. 
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But now *twas Chriſtian prieſts and elders too, 
That thus have crucified our Lord again: 
Yea they their helliſh principles to ſhew, 
Conſented that he ſhould a-frefh be ſlain ! 
ind now to palliate their guileful deed, 
They ſay the church's peace they thus reſtor'd : 
ind ſo it ſeems they all at once agreed, 
To overthrow the kingdom of our Lord. 
And as the former murderers eſcapt £5 . 
The ſtroke of juſtice by man's feeble hand; 
do theſe it ſeems are likely to be kept, 
Till they before Chriſt's judgment ſeat muſt ſtand. 
For when they were to have been ſtrictly tried, 
At our high court for this attrocious deed : 
That fhameleſs court their actions juſtified, 
And ſo were they from church's cenſure freed, 
Thus is the church of Scotland brought to ſhame, 
And all her glory blaſted in one day ! 
er enemies againſt her now exclaim 
And ſay, She's harlot turn'd, and gone aſtray ! 
How hard her caſe, mong all her ſtately ſons, 
That none remains to take her by the hand ; 
ut all agree to give her up at once, 
To juſt reproach thro? ev'ry foreign land! 
| © tell it not in England, nor at Rome, 
Nor any nation whether far or near! 
Leſt they exult, A harlot ſhe's become, 
And all againſt her ſhout aloud and ſneer! 
Che very heathens may exuſt and ſay, , 
She hath at laſt renounc'd the Chriſtian name ! 
er baaſted Saviour ſhe hath caſt away, 
And is become the world's reproach and ſhame. 


PISTLE. To my worthy friend and brother JOHN 
KNOX, author of the Remarks on the Proceedings of 
the Synod of GLasGow and Ays, on the 14th of April 
1790, in the cauſe of Dr. MGILL. . 


Y worthy friend and brother, good John ROW” 
M<Gill is ſure more crafty than a fox 

or he the Synod all could cheat we ſee ; | a a 
et God he could not cheat, nor you nor me. . IF 
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For he hath learnt the Jeſuitic art, 


A d craftily hath he perform'd his part. 


By that ſame art hath he retain'd his place, 
In ſpite of all the tox-devouring chace. 


He knows the church's bread is large and ſweet; 


And long hath he experienc'd that to eat. 

Tho? facrilegiouſly by craft and fraud, 

For which his maſter may him much applaud. 

And he expects, we ſee, by ſhort repentance, 

He may at laſt obtain a peaceful ſentence. 

He can by flattery the church deceive, 

While they like ſimpletons his words believe. 
Juſt at the nick of his entire exclution, 


He ſtruck them all into a wild confuſion : 


And thus hath he found out an eaſy way 

To keep his place whatever they may ſay. 
He need not care whate'er they ſay or do, 
While he his wit ſo artfully can ſhew. 
Hereby can he ſecurely keep his place, 

And none of them can put him to diſgrace. 


Diſgrace him ! No, he can diſgrace them all, 


And none of them can him in queſtion call ! 
Nay, they are not ſo ſpitefully inclin'd, 


_ Againſt a brother of his dear lov'd kind. 


iſſenters too may hold him for their friend, 
For he will thouſands to their meetings ſend. 
And this will alſo pleaſe his brethren too, 
Hereby will they have little elſe to do, 


But eat and drink, and take their lufee eaſe, 


And this their carnal appetites will pleaſe, 
While none can take from them their ſettled fees. 
None but the faithful ſort of laity, 9 
Will chus be injur'd in the leaſt degree. 


Only for thoſe for whom Chriſt ſned his blood, So 


To reconcile them to their Father God ; 


None elſe (obſerve) need grieve for this event, 
But thoſe for whom the Saviour's life was ſpent. 


Theſe, only theſe, have cauſe hereat to grieve, 


| That they are forced their mother church to leave, 


J ſeek the goſpel where it may be found, 
Since only errors groſs in her abound. 
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O dire event! Would God it were not ſo, 
That her own prieſts the church ſhould overthrow 
Bat ſo it is, the tidings far are ſpread, 
And ev'ry faithful ſoul thoſe tidings dread ! 
But Deiſts and Socinians they rejoice, 
And all who of religion make no choice, | 
Now, brother Knox, I thank you for your pains ; 
Your little book much precious truth contains : 
And ev'ry one ſhould do whate'er they can, 
To overthrow this Antichriſtian plan. 
So till I hear from you, my friend, again, 
Your brother dear, John Calvin, I remain. 
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A BLOW ar Tut ROOT, 
Given by our EccLesiasTic JunieaTorEs; whereby the 
Cuvrcn of ScoTLAND is almoſt overthrown. Set forth 


in a Dialogue between the Complainers againſt, and the 
Defenders of Dr. W. M*G ILL. 


Complainer's *ddreſs to the General Aſſembly, in May 1791. 
E members of the church, o'erwhelm'd with grief, 
To you apply is hopes to find relief. 
We prieve to ſee our mother church profan'd, 
And all her glory. ſo with error ſtaĩin'd. | 
We thought her bulwarks were ſo firm and ſtrong, 
They would ſecure her walls from ev'ry wrong; 
But now we find ev'n thoſe within her walls 
Are thoſe who molt her ſafety now appals. 
She need not fear her enemies without, 
If thoſe within were faithful, firm, and Rout. 
But here, alas, her greateſt danger lies, 
From them who 11 Gs boſom enemies. 
Nurs'd in her lap, and ſuckled at her breaſt, 
From whom ſhe might expect her danger leaft. 
And thoſe who ſhould be watchmen in her fort, 
Are thoſe who moſt her _— ſupport. 
| | Nein 
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We therefore would have thoſe to juſtice brought, 

Who have ſo much her black confuſion wrought. 
Theſe her foundation ſtrive to undermine, 
And rob her quite of ev'ry truth divine. 
Yea, theſe have cauſed her trouble and annoy, 
And ſtrive her bulwarks wholly to deſtroy. 
The foremoſt of this ſort is this M<Gill, _ 
_ Who ſpreads his errors with ſuch art and Kill. 
His baits he covers with ſuch fair diſguiſe, 
Too few diſcover where their danger lies. | 
And when they' ve ſwallow'd them they ſcarce believe,  JF% 
'That ſuch a man could ever them deceive.” 
So he diſſeminates his crafty lies, 
Made up of moſt preſumptuous blaſphemies. 

Why ſhould ſuch wolves deſtroy, and kill and ſlay, 
And eat the children's bread from day to day ? 
The lower courts have moſt eſpous'd his cauſe, 
And ſtrove t' evade our church's wholeſome laws. 
We therefore hope this court ſupreme will hear, 
And to our kind aſſiſtance now appear. 

Nor only hear, but grant us full redreſs, 
From all our trouble and our deep diſtreſs. 
General Aſembly. _ 

Forbear ſuch whining cant ! Would you RENT 
Such learned men as him to reprehend ? 

*Fis not your buſineſs : therefore pray forbear, 

You're not to judge ſuch men, but humbly hear, 

And follow their advice moſt rev'rently, 

Hor dare againſt your teachers to reply. 

Such trivolous complaints we will not hear, 

Nor to ſuch wild contentions lend an ear. 
.Complainers. 

If we muſt pin our faith on ſuch men's. ſleeves, 
And take for truth what ev'ry upſtart gives; 
We may as well believe the Pope of Rome, 
And never fear what may hereafter come. 

But we believe the word of God is true, 

Ad therefore muſt reje& ſuch notions new; 
For we believe that Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
Hath all believers in his name reſtor'd, 
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By dying in their ſtead ; and thus hath he 
Them from the curſes of the law ſet free. TO 
M. Gill afferts that we ourſelves muſt fave, 
If we aright in life ourſelves behave ; 
And put no truſt in Jeſus Chriſt at all, 
He came not to redeem us from the fall ; 
But for a good example he was ſent 
To ſhew our feet the way, and to repent. 
For he was but a man, and pow'r had none 
To ſave himſelf ; much leſs for us t' atone! 
If this be right, what have we Bibles for? 
We then may ſafely caſt them out of door : 
Nov, if ſuch juſt complaints you will not hear, 
Why ſhould you in the church an office bear ? 
You are the men that ought to hear our cauſe, 
And grant redreſs according to our laws. 
General Aſſembly. 
Forbear ſuch arrogance : for ſhame forbear ? 
Such falſe reproaches we diſdain to hear. 
You are an 1gnorant contentious band, 
Who cannot ſcripture rightly underſtand : 
And yet would ye contend with learned men, 
And captious quarrels raiſe at what they pen ? 
Tis far below us to contend with you, . 
We therefore bid you and your cauſe adieu. 


Complainers. 


Well, ſince ye have pulled off the maſk, we ſec 


What kind of men—whoſe miniſters you be. 
We thought you had been Proteſtant divines, 
But now your colour thro? the cov'ring ſhines. 
You prove yourſelves a Jeſuitic crew; 

Your very words confirm our judgment true. 
If we cannot the ſcriptures underſtand, _ 
Why do you ſolemn vows of us demand, 

At ev'ry time when children you baptize, 
And lay upon us ſtrict and ſolemn ties > 
To train them up according to God's word, 
And what the ſtandards of the church afford? 
Yet would you now all laymen wholly brand, 
That none of them can ſcripture underſtand ? 


( 22 ) 
But tho? you brand us all for ignorance, 
We know it is your common cant pretence 2: 
You'd rather wiſh we underſtood much leſs, 
That you more eaſily might us oppreſs. 
This is a Popiſh maxim, well you know, 
To keep the laity in knowledge low ; | 
For if they know too much, you fear they'll ſee 
55 Too much into your prieſtly jugglery. 
You ſay, Tis far below you to contend 
| With ſuch as us; you will not condeſcend 
'To treat with us in plain familiar way— 
You will not hear whate'er we have to ſay. 
And now ſince patronage is made our yoke, 
Few of you care a farthing for the flock. 
If you can get the fleece, few of you care 
Howe'er the people wander, here or there. 
If you can live at eaſe, and dreſs you tine, | 


And can with nobles, and with gentry dine, 
iP And there regale yourſelves with punch and wine. 
| But herein we would not Were you all, 
| Though to the ſhare of many this will fall. 
| Too many now like Eli's ſons of old, 
| Of whom we are in ſcripture plainly told, 
How they behav'd; and now we alſo may 
| See much the ſame, ev'n at the preſent day. 
And you have cauſe to tremble too, and fear, 
The Lord will not much longer with you bear. 
g General Aſſembly. 
' Refrain ſuch falſe re proaches: we diſdain 
To hear ſuch ſpeeches ; they are rude and vain. 
And what is this to purpoſe ? Pray be ſtill ; 
What buſineſs have you with great M*Gill ? 
=; You know his cauſe adjuſted was before, 
; And what would you have us do in it more? 
| i We cannot meddle now with this his cauſe, 
"Tis inconſiſtent with the church's laws. 
25 i —  Complainers, _ 
If this a matter were of ſmall import, 
We would not have brought it before this court. 
But as it is of ſuch great magnitude, | 
It ought to be moſt carefullycreview'd. | ] 
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Were it a matter of a private caſe, 
Reſpecting ſome peculiar time or place; 
- Reaſon might then appear upon your ſide, . 
That you ſhould thur your ears, and from it hide. 
But as this caſe important is to all 
The church and nation, both te great and ſmall, 
It doth for your cognizance ſtrictly call. 
But if you can reject ſe great a cauſe, 
you act quite counter to the church's laws. 
Yea, if you juſtify this glaring caſe, 
The charch at large you bring into diſgrace : 
For it implies a total revolution, 
Of this whole church, and all her conſtitution. 
No more an evangelic church ſhe'll be, 
But all Socinian to the laſt degree. 
For many of our clergy now appear, 
To that ſame ſide entirely to adhere. 
And if her higheſt court eſpouſe the ſame, 
Then all is over! To her endleſs ſhame ! 
None of her clergy need we more report 
At either radical or higher court. 
Whether they be clans, Greeks, or Jews, 
If our head court all ſuch complaints refuſe. 
General Aſjembly. 
But what avails ſuch arguments as theſe ? 
We need not fear ſo dang'rous a diſeaſe. 
Did net the fynod hear l declare, 
That they were fully ſatisfied at avs ? 
The Doctor made ſo fair a recantation, 
As might have ſatisfied both church and nation. 
Why ſhould we then ſtir up the ſtrife again 
And put ourſelves to trouble, toil and pain ? 
Therefore we will not meddle in this caſe, 
To bring the man and Synod to diſgrace. 
Complainers. 
Of what importance is this court at all, 
If it refuſe ſuch cautes to recal ? 
It then becomes a court devoid of fame, 
Regardleſs quite of honour, fear, or ſhame. 
The fear of God is not before your eyes, 
If ſuch important cauſe you now deſpiſe. - 
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: The men who underſtand the healing art, | i | 
| Would never act {uch injudicious part: 55. 
To let a limb, when mortified, remain | 
1 Till all the means to ſave the life were vain. * 
1 If fo, they would be counted void of ſkill, 
= Not to cut off that limb till it the patient kill. 
But you're for letting all be mortified, 
Rather than amputation ſhould be tried. 
And this is ſure the very preſent caſe, - 
you'll let the church die under black diſgrace ; 
Rather than have one member now cut off, 
'Tho? all the world at you make ſport and ſcoff. 
But if this member were cut off in time, 
It might have had effects the moſt ſublime. 
4 you ſee its rotten at the very bone, i 
| And other means to ſave the church there's none. 
_ - you ſhun to bring the ſynod to diſgrace, 
4 \ | Which hath ſo madly acted in this caſe. 
| And you refuſe to ſtop this growing ill, 
Till the whole body of the church it kill. 
But can you ſtop the people's ears and eyes, 
Who ſee your actings, and your {kill deſpiſe? 
But you will bring yourſelves to more diſgrace 
By your proceedings in this preſent caſe, 
Than e' er the Synod or M-Gill have been, 
Since you regard not either ſhame or ſm. 
vou will deſpiſed be thro? ev'ry land; 1 
The church of Rome will you Socinians brand: 
The church of England will you all deſpiſe, 
And ſay you favour nought but hereſies. 
yea, all the churches on the continent, 
Whether they Popiſh be or Proteſtant ; 
All will deſpiſe you to the laſt degree ; 
yea, that is what you'll ſoon be made to ſee. 
Nor is this all; but far the ſmalleſt part, 
Conſider him wha ſees your very heart. a 
What! tho” by force and fraud you gain the day, 
And baniſh Goſpel Trutlis from you away, 
When Chriſt deſcends, at laſt, the Judge of all, 
And all mankind ſhall unto judgment call, 
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His friends ſhall ranked be on his right hand, 
I And on his left his enemies ſhall ſtand. 
Iro whom theſe ſentences ſhall then be giv? n, 
Come, ye my friends, and reign with me in heav'n: 
But thoſe mine enemies, who me denied 
Refus'd me for their King, and ſtill relied 
On their own doings to be juſtified. 
Your portion ſhall be everlaſting woe, 
Therefore depart : from me for ever go 
With your companiens, and with devils take 
Your endleſs dwelling in th? infernal lake 
This certainly ſhall be the final caſe 
Of all who now reject the Goſpel grace. 
This is no fiction hatch*d in Poets“ brains, 
But what the Scripture of the Lord contains. 
Such are the Saviour's words, as all may ſee: 
© 'Thoſe that believe in me ſhall faved be. 
But unbelievers ; all that can be nam'd, 
They ſhall, faith he, eternally be damn'd *. 
Defenders. | 
Be not 0 raſh with theſe fanatic ſtrains, 
You are but for yourſelves preparing chains: 
For whoſo hates his brother he ſhall be 
Baniſh'd from God to all 
This in the Scripture alſo you may find, 
If you to ſearch it are at all inclin c. 
You load this man with many calumnies, 
And urge againſt him many ſpiteful lies. 
Tho? he's a man of learning, ſenſe, and ſkill, 
And ſurely he hath neꝰ er deſigned ill. 
The rev'rend Synod, when they met at avs, 
Did in his favour almoſt all declare, 
And no proteſt, nor yet appeal was made 
Againſt him, when his eauſe was open laid? 
1 2 ner,. 
If we have ſpite, or bear the leaſt ill will 
Againſt the perſon, who is calPd M Gill: 
To him who knows our hearts we now appeal, 
We know he will our ſecrets all reveal, 


Ang ſure he will no hidden guile enn — 
1 *  Matk 98 16. 
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If we ions not been zealous for his cauſe, 
And to defend his truth by righteons laws. 
Let him require it at our hard, and we 
Mult ſufer ſhame to all eternity. 
It we had any other end in view, 
Than to defend the truth, this is our due. 
Tis not his perſon, but his errors baſe, 
That brings the church and nation to diſgrace. | 
'This makes the ignorant his lies believe 
When they for truth his errors groſs receive. 
This we believe, no real Chriſtian can 
Be ever ſatisfied with ſuch a plan : + 
To contradict the Goſpel of our Lord, 
Which he and you have done with one accord. 
Who can be filent ? Who can e'er ſubmit 
To ſuch falſe doctrine hatch'd in hell's dark pit ? 
None but the ſons of curſed Belial, who © 
Regard not in which road to hell they go. 
Hath not M*Gill the Lord of life denied, 
And by his works a-freſh him crucified? * » 
Chriſt's God-head he denies ſo flat and plain, 
And that he never could for men obtain 
Atonement for their ſins: no, not at all, 
Nor for himſelf ; but all muſt ſtand or fall 
By their own doings, whether 2 or bad, 
Nor can ſalvation otherwiſe be 
This is his doctrine; can it be believ'd ? 
If any do they're dreadfully deceiv'd ! 
Is this a doctor in divinity ? 
Then ſure from hell had he his laſt degree! 
"Tis ſtrange how any can his cauſe defend, 
Yet members of a Chriſtian church pretend ! 
T will certainly appear with reaſons ſtrong, 
To Satan's ſynagog*e all ſuch belong. 


And though the Synod when convok'd at AYR, 


Did in his favour openly declare: 

Of this they are, or muſt aſhamed be, 
Either in time, or to eternity. 

For they perfidiouſly the cauſe betray'd tt 
Of Chriſt their Lord, in what they did and ſaid. 
And if in time they do not this repent, 

Well may they dread eternal puniſhment. 


* 
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And our Aſſembly making this pretence, 
ere ſurely void of grace and common ſenſe. 
And ſure the Synod were themſelves aſnam d, 
or fear they ſhould be at th Aſſembly blam'd. 
And for that reaſon, many ſtay'd away, 
Which doth their cowardice at once betray. 
But at Chriſt's judment ſeat they muſt appear, 
owe'er they may with trembling hearts draw near. 
f they in time be never brought to ſhame, 
t will not fare the better there with them. 
ike Judas, when his Maſter he betray'd, 
They in this caſe perfidiouſly have play'd. 

And now, though they have publiſhed an act, 
To make the world believe, that they in fact 
Zelieve the doctrines of the Goſpel true, 

Yet this, tis fear'd, is but the faith of few 
Of thoſe who members of the Synod are, 
dr elſe their faith and works moſt widely jar. 
one ever need the Chriſtian faith pretend, 
o can the tenets of M*Gill defend. 
Tho? Pontius Pilate he could wath his hands, 
3efore the Jewiſh rulers, and their bands, | 
\nd ſaid that he was innocent and free 
f that man's blood, whom tt condemn'd to be 
ang' d up, and crucified upon the tree. 
e own*d him innocent, yet him condemn'd, 
becauſe defir'd ; was he not to be blam'd ? 
and tho? he waſh'd his hands when he had done, 
ould that for his atrocious guilt atone ? 
uſt ſo the Synod ; will their act them free 

rom their falſe judgment, and their perfidy ? 
or could they from M*Gill ſele& the beſt, 

is oppoſite to truth as zaſt and weſt. ts 
zo they may waſh their hands, and ſay, that the 
Are from his errors clear; they're waſh'd away. 
ut, tho? the ignorant are thus beguil'd, 
With Scripture this can ne'er be reconcil'd. 

his groſs errors.can be juſtified, 
Ve muſt the Scriptures wholly lay aſide. 
o if our church his doctrines will embrace, 
et not the Bible in it 8 have place. 
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Yea, let us quite renounce the Chriſtian name, 
For, to that title we can lay no claim. 


But let the nation in two parts divide, 


One part, if any will, in Chriſt confide; 
And let the other with M*Gill abide, 
Then diff' rent names they alſo ought to have, 
According to which — they will leave. 
Thoſe who chuſe Chriſt, let — be Chriſtians aan. 
The other ſide be called by M<Gill. Th | 
But ſome ſagacious eyes might here foreſee 
That theſe two parties neyer would agree - 
About the ſtipends, who ſhould this enjoy; 
This might create much trouble and annoy. |. 
Th incumbent clergy, they would ſurely claim, 
And ſay the ſtipends muſt belong to them 
Becauſe they were therein before inſtall'd, 
When to that pariſh they at firſt were call d. 
This party would (no doubt) the greateſt be, 
And moſt M-Gillites we may plainly ſee. 
The Chriſtians then might here reply again, 
The former claim is forfeited moſt plain. 
For this is evident, and all may ſee, 
The ſtipend was for Chriſtianity s 
And all who do the Goſpel plan renounce, 
Their right they forfeit totally at once. 6 af] 
But here the other, to make good their claim 
— Would ſay, we no wile have renounc'd the name: 
For we are Chriſtians; yea, and more refin'd, 
The other are but wild fanatics blind. 
Thus might they wrangle to the laſt degree, 
Until the legiſlature end the plea, | 
By takin 1 2 emoluments at once, 
And let their merit be their only chance: 
Until they ſaw to hom it beſt belong d. 
And neither party could be hereby wreng' d. 
For had they e' er ſo much emolument, 
Some of them would not be therewith content. 
For patronage is ſuch a great temptation, 
It is the very ruin of this nation. 
For, by this law, when once they get a place, 
1 dies with _ and they fear no diſgrace. 


f The paſtor which they chuſe of their own ſort. 
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Their ſtipends then is ſure, do what they will, 
As we may plainly ſee by this M*<Gill : 

And many more beſide, as well as he, 7 
Altho' they have not ſhown ſo openly. _ tor? wy 
If they believ'd. that there's a future ſtat, ò 1H 
They never could behave at ſuch a rate. 
But this is plain, and ev'ry man may ſee, © 
They're Sadducees unto the laſt degree. 
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OUR cler now, tho' far too much my have, 

For more emolument they loudly crave. 

Such is their ſpirit, avarice, and pride, 

Intoxicate them like a ſwelling tide. 

Such is their avarice, the more they have, 

The more inſatiately for more they crave. * 

May Heav'n illume our legiſlature's eyes, | 

To ſee thro? all their crafty fair diſguiſe. 

For nothing can corrupt the clergy more, 

Than having too abundant worldly ſtore. 

This makes them proud, and careleſs what they do; 

Yea, ev'ry evil habit thence enſue: 

Eſpecially when that's to them made ſure, 

None can their pride and avarice endure. 

They lord it over God's mnheritance— - 

Live not by faith, but all by carnal ſenſe.  q 
If patronage and ſtipend were withdrawn, | ' 

We might behold the GoſpePs glorious dawn. 

But this we need not think will here take place, 

Until we ſome ſuch prudent plan embrace. 

Let ev*ry congreyation well ſupport 


While he is faithful, let them freely grant 
Him due ſupplies, for ev'ry ſev'ral want. 

None other method had they, Scripture ſays, 
For their ſupport in the Apoſtles? days. 
And what tho* ſome of them were hard beſtead ; 
Yea, many times were fain to work for bread, 
Becauſe of perſecution. in their days, 

And alſo frequently by er WAYS. 
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Yet this is nowiſe like to be the caſe 

With us, while we ſweet liberty embrace. 

All thanks to God, we liberty enjoy, 

And perfect peace without the leaſt annoy. 

This rule might long our happineſs procure, 

And make our peace and liberty endure. 

Let ſalary be raiſed by the ſeats, 

And this would put an end to all debates. 

The worthy clergy would ſuſtain no loſs, 

Nor miniſters nor people this would croſs. - 

And in the country, where there's manſe and glebe 

Let theſe be given Rill to Levi's tribe : | | 

And let none other ſtipend be their claim, 

But what ſhould thus allotted be to them; 

So long as they their function duly ſerv'd, 

And never from the path of duty ſwerv'd : 

Unleſs when ſickneſs, or infirmity, 

Render'd them helpleſs, they excus'd ſhould be. 

And when old age, or other fore diſtreſs, 

Makes them unfit for ſervice more or leſs. n 

They by a fund ſhould then ſupported be, 

Which might be ſettled with propriety. 

Thus peace and happineſs might long abide 

Were patronage and ſtipends Taid aide: 

For theſe can only idle men ſupport, _ | 

And worthleſs clergy of the venal ſort. Ws 

But worthy clergymen would then be deem'd 

The beſt of mankind, and by all efteem'd. 
Preaching is grown a mercenary trade, 

And if ſome regulations be not made; 

The churches may be turn'd to cotton mills, 

And let the clergy hunt upon the hills. | | 

In that ſame 9 they might do more good, 

Than many of them who in pulpits ſtood. 

And for that ſport they may their ſtipends crave, 

With as good grace as now they churches have. 

They'd have as many gentlemen to hear em, 


As in the church, where ſeldom they come near em. 


For from the church they've driv'n them away, 
Becauſe they ſaw they ſerved but for pay. 

They ſee their preachings are but empty ſounds, 
Void of devotion as the cry of hounds, | 


1 1 


Thus are the gentry from the churches wean d. | N 

* And preaching is by moſt of them diſdain d. «30 i 
3 preachers are 1 men, 1 
No wonder that they leave the churches then. 11 
If miniſters behav'd but as they ſhou'd, th 9 


The gentry ſoon would grow more wiſe and good; 
But how can they believe them when they fee | 
Their preaching and their actions difagree ? 1 1 
They ſee the clergy are turn'd Sadducees, | 1 
And can humbug the people as they pleaſe. | 7 0 
Their craft is ſtill the ſimple to deceive, | | 4 
By preaching what themſelves nowiſe believe. Nt 
The clergy almoſt all ſeem fully bent, 
To bring about a very ſtrange event, - 
Namely, to baniſh Chriſtianity, 
And introduce groſs infidelity. | | 3 
But if the Lord would open all our eyes f 
To ſee through all their falſhood and diſguiſe : 
And all the landed intereſt would conſent, | : 
To lay before the Britiſh parliament, 
The fatal danger of the preſent times, 
And let them ſee ſome of our prieſtly crimes, 
And to reviſe ſome of our preſent laws, 
Which are become the chief procuring cauſe 
Of our diſorders at this preſent day, 
And let the cauſe henceforth be done away. 
Namely, let patronage and ſtipends be 
No more a burden on poſterity. 
This would become a more conducive plan, 
Glory to bring to God, and good to man : . 
According as was hinted at before, - 
Let patronage and ſtipends be no more. | 
Not would the clergy loſers be thereby, 
Whoe'er were worthy of that dignity : 
Only the baſe, the covetous and proud, 
Theſe only would hereat exclaim aloud, 
Yea, Satan and his agents all would grieve, 
Becauſe they could not then as now deceive, 
But all true honeſt men would hereby gain, 
And none but falſe deſigning men complain, tp 
And further, to confirm this noble plan, 
This was the way the Goſpel firſt began, 
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Aud thus th' Apaſtles they were ſent Sho, 
w_— FA To preach the Goſpel freely tar and near, 
5 As his moſt ſacred records make HY 
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HAT tho” M*Gill by ſham recanted, 
That was but what the devil — 

: Thar he might better ſtand his ground, 

—_ ive the church her deadly wound: 

—_ ws, e ſtands better chance by far, 


1 To carry on th' infernal war: 
= For had he obſtinately ſtood, 
be And not the leaſt abatement fhew'd ; 


tile had then been depos'd at once, 
And never had another chance. 
But Satan taught him that ſiy trick, 
zz ;uſt when he was upon the nick 
1 Of falling into cruel hands, 

5 * D So he obeyed his lord's commands. 

* 2 This is the policy of hell, "REI: 
And this hath he performed well. 
When they cannot by ſtrength HY 
By tricks like this they ſeldom Fail 

Then let his friends regard him ſtill, 
Nor think the worſe of their M Gill; 
38 For he hath wiſely play'd his part, 
And pleas'd his maſter to the heart. 

And ſoon as he arrives in hell, 
The devils will reward him wel. 
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